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Founded in 1986, The Business 
Incubator Center is a for-impact 

economic development organization 
fueling growth and building 

entrepreneurial ecosystems in Mesa 
County and the surrounding region. 



OUR MISSION: 

Support the launch, growth, stabilization, 

& long-term success of business 

enterprises. 

OUR GOAL: 

Stimulate and diversify the local economy 

& create the greatest number of 

sustainable jobs possible. 



We measure our success by our 

demonstrated ability to guide 

entrepreneurs through sound business 

decisions, & through our positive 

influence on strategic economic growth in 

the region. 
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Community-centered economic 

development

A collaborative approach 

to economic development 

strategies tailored to the 

unique characteristics, 

assets, and challenges of 

each community to grow 

innovative and dynamic 

economies from the 

ground up.



Fostering an entrepreneurial culture of 
seeking out creative ways to leverage 
technology and local talent to meet the 
needs and wants of our community and 
beyond

How Can Business Incubators 

lead a Community-Centered 

Economic Development? 





Foundational Elements

“Recognizing that knowledge will likely remain 

the catalyst for economic growth and 

innovation, regions with an attractive quality of 

life for high-skilled workers will have an 

advantage.”

    (Partridge and Olfert, 2011)



Quality of Life

Matters more for population growth and job 

growth (and startups)
 (Weinstein, Hicks, Wornell, 2023, Partridge, 2010, Conroy and 

Watson, 2023)

Especially true for small towns (micropolitan 

areas) and for the Western Slope
 (Austin, Weinstein, Hicks, Wornell, 2022)

 (Why Colorado ranks as one of the best states to live, 2022)



Quality of life

Connecting people to markets, each other, ideas and resources

Labor Supply & Demand

Results: Thriving 

communities



Necessary Infrastructure

“Researchers widely agree that high-speed internet 

improves economic outcomes of rural areas, whether 

it is through increases in business activity or in more 

general economic development measures (e.g. 

productivity, jobs, income)”

(Mack et al., 2023)



Direct Drivers: Workforce 

Development 

“Better skills for local workers help attract and grow 

higher-wage jobs.” (Bartik, 2018)

… higher-skilled workers make places more resilient 

and more entrepreneurial



The Benefits of Entrepreneurship

1.Innovations improve quality of life

2.Create new jobs

3.Create economic growth and new wealth 

for reinvestment in communities

4.Improve U.S. position in global economic 

competition

(Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation)



Direct Drivers: Entrepreneurship

“Efforts to promote entrepreneurial 

capacity may be among the few 

economic development strategies with 

positive payoffs in remote regions.”

(Stephens and Partridge, 2011)



Valkyrie Recovery Systems



ExoPower
Advanced Industries Grant

& SBIR Phase I - NSF



• Congressional Recognition for 

impactful work supporting 

local businesses and the 

community at large.

• Recognized by Governor Polis 

as Colorado’s oldest incubator 

in successful continuous 

operation since 1986. 

Long-Term Impact & success



Thank You

Dalida Sassoon Bollig

dbollig@gjincubator.org

970.248.2990
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