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MISSION STATEMENT

As a leading voice for economic mobility and opportunity, CSI’s
mission is to examine the fiscal impacts of policies, initiatives,

and proposed laws so that Coloradans are educated and informed
on issues impacting their lives.
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A D VA N C E D  M A N U FA C T U R I N G
A E R O S PA C E
B I O S C I E N C E
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A D VA N C E D  I N D U S T RY  
E M P LOY M E N T  AV E R A G E D  

T H E  AV E R A G E  A D VA N C E D
I N D U S T RY  S A L A RY  R E A C H E D
$ 1 5 6 , 0 6 6  I N  2 0 2 5 ,  8 5 %  A B O V E  T H E
S TAT E W I D E  AV E R A G E  O F  $ 8 4 ,1 5 7.

COLORADO’S ADVANCED
INDUSTRIES HAVE BEEN 
A SOURCE OF GROWTH

12.6%
OF ALL COLORADO JOBS

23%
OF TOTAL SALARIES

30%
OF TOTAL SALES REVENUES

~35%
OF STATEWIDE EXPORTS

3 6 4 , 8 0 6
W O R K E R S  I N  2 0 2 5



COLORADO’S COMPETITIVE POSITION IS
ERODING ON COST, TAXES, AND POPULATION

O N  T H E  TA X  F O U N D AT I O N ’ S  2 0 2 6  S TAT E  TA X
C O M P E T I T I V E N E S S  I N D E X  ( F R O M  2 2 N D  I N

2 0 2 0 ) ,  A  D E C L I N E  A M O N G  T H E  F I V E
S T E E P E S T  I N  T H E  N AT I O N .

3 8 T H
C O LO R A D O  R A N K S

F O R  T H E  C O S T  O F  D O I N G
B U S I N E S S

C N B C ’ S  2 0 2 6  R A N K I N G S

4 9 T H
C O LO R A D O  R A N K S

F O R  T H E  C O S T  L I V I N G

C N B C ’ S  2 0 2 6  R A N K I N G S

3 3 R D
COLORADO DROPPED TO

 2 0 2 6  TA X  F O U N D AT I O N



COLORADO’S RESEARCH STRENGTH IS NOT
CONVERTING INTO PRIVATE 

COMMERCIALIZATION

$ 1 1 B I L L I O N
IN BUSINESS R&D IN COLORADO

1.5%
OF NATIONAL TOTAL

VS. 54%  FOR CA,
WA, TX, AND MA

COMBINED
V S  T H E  7 4 %  AT  T H E  

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  W A S H I N G T O N

6 1 0I N
C U  B O U L D E R  G R A D U AT E S

S TAY  I N  C O L O R A D O









COLORADO WAS ONE OF ONLY SIX STATES WITH DECLINES
IN BOTH NET ESTABLISHMENTS AND EMPLOYMENT.

3,934
NET TOTAL LOST

B U S I N E S S  E S TA B L I S H M E N T S

28,121 
32,05548TH

NET EMPLOYMENT LOSS

13,287
2.25 
LOST JOBS 
PER 1,000 PEOPLE50TH

BIRTHS

DEATHS



P O P U L ATI O N  G ROW TH

P O P U L ATI O N  G ROW TH  A S
SH A R E  O F  P O P U L ATI O N

N ET M I G R ATI O N

N ET M I G R ATI O N  A S  SH A R E
O F  P O P U L ATI O N

D O M E STI C  M I G R ATI O N

D O M E STI C  M I G R ATI O N  A S
SH A R E  O F  P O P U L ATI O N

I N TE R N ATI O N A L
M I G R ATI O N

I N TE R N ATI O N A L  M I G R ATI O N
A S  SH A R E  O F  P O P U L ATI O N

J U LY 1,  2 0 2 4  TO
J U N E  3 0,  2 0 2 5

J U LY 1,  2 0 14  TO
J U N E  3 0,  2 0 1 5

7TH

2ND

42ND

42ND

44TH

48TH

21ST

47TH

5TH

4TH

3RD

3RD

19TH

39TH

21ST

29TH



MORTGAGE CAPACITY H O U S I N G  STO C K

SHARE OF HOMES
ABOVE 

$500,000 
INCREASED FROM 

11% TO 54%



SUPPLY IS
NOT

KEEPING
PACE
WITH

DEMAND



DEVELOPMENT FEES
IN DENVER, THE COST
STACK FOR A NEW
2,000 SQ FT 
SINGLE FAMILY HOME

TOTALS 
$40,000+
BEFORE A SINGLE 
BOARD IS NAILED

MORE THAN
2X
THE AVERAGE ACROSS
THE PEER GROUP





+ 5 , 3 9 0

2 0 4 0 :  E C O N O M I C  I M P A C T S  O F  M I N I N G
A L O N G  T H E  U R A V A N  M I N E R A L  B E L T

( R I C H  I N  U R A N I U M  A N D  V A N A D I U M )

P O P U L AT I O N
G R O W T H

L A B O R  F O R C E
G R O W T H

G R O W T H  
I N  G D P

+ 3 , 0 9 2

+ $ 1 . 3  B I L L I O N



QUESTIONS?
COMMONS EN S E I N S T I T U T ECO .O RG



C O M M O N  S E N S E  I N S T I T U T E

SUBSCRIBE TO 
OUR NEWSLETTER!

C O M M O N S E N S E I N S T I T U T E C O . O R G

TIMELY UPDATES ON COLORADO 
POLICY AND ECONOMICS

DATA-DRIVEN INSIGHTS 
YOU CAN TRUST 

EVENTS, REPORTS, AND MORE-
DELIVERED TO YOUR INBOX
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