
Dawn Thilmany 
Jeff Engell 

Western Regional Thriving 
Economies and Vibrant Communities 

Dept of Agriculture & Resource 
Economics



REDI – Regional Economic Development Institute



REDI – Leadership Team

Dawn Thilmany
Professor of Agricultural Economics

Dawn.Thilmany@ColoState.edu 

Stephan Weiler
Professor of Economics

Stephan.Weiler@ColoState.edu 

mailto:Dawn.Thilmany@ColoState.edu
mailto:Dawn.Thilmany@ColoState.edu


REDI – Engaged Research



Estimating the costs and benefits of wolf reintroduction 

• Amendment 114 in 2020

• Diffuse benefits and concentrated costs

• Benefits of $115 million (existence or “warm-glow” value)

• Costs are less well-known, approximately $2 million

REDI – Engaged Research



REDI – Indicator Topics

1. Non-employer bubble graphs

2. Employer bubble graphs

3. Establishment dynamism

4. Jobs dynamism

5. Coefficient of specialization

6. Labor productivity

7. Personal income by major component

8. Housing affordability

9. Commuting flows

Do you have other ideas that would be useful to your county/area 

discussion?



Economic Model



Economic Model



The economic and community 
implications of rural outdoor 
tourism, initiatives and 
investments…and a little on food 
systems

REDI Research Associates and Grad RAs

May 2023



• Colorado’s Newest State Park

• Opened in 2020

• 9,633-foot flat-topped mesa in the Sangre de 

Cristo Range

• 19,200 Acre Property

• Opened with 250 acres and 3 trails

• Now 13 miles of trails, main trail is within

0.5 miles of of the Peak

• Closure: Annual 0.5-mile buffer around the 

Peak from March 15 - August 1 for nesting 

pair of Peregrine Falcons

• Development is very fast compared to similar 

parks, thanks in part to Governor’s support

Fishers Peak State Park



Fishers Peak State Park

Trinidad, CO

– Located in Las Animas County

•8,329 residents

– 83.2% White

– 50.3% Latino

•Median Income: $37,196

– 48.5% lower than state average

•Poverty Rate: 20.2%

– 11.2% higher than state average



Fishers Peak State Park



Fishers Peak State Park

Methodology – IO Model

•Using IMPLAN

•Use estimated non-local expenditure 

to feed into IO Model

– Expenditure will be equally split 

across 8 industry sectors.

•Use Occupation Impact Output from 

IMPLAN to find estimated income level 

for employment added



Fishers Peak State Park



Craig & Moffat County

• Moffat County’s tourism-supporting industries employ 14.9% of the 
local workforce, 

• Accommodation and food services (10.4%), followed by retail trade (2.9%) and 
arts, entertainment, and recreation (1.6%) (Headwater Economics, 2023). 

• Outdoor recreation sites near Craig, Colorado include the Yampa 
River, its multiple public access points and the Little Yampa Canyon 
Special Recreation Management Area (SRMA)

• Considering new publicly accessible stretch of the Yampa River approximately 8 
miles long. 



Craig & Moffat County

What is the current economic contribution of 
outdoor recreation and tourism in the area?

If the proposed BLM acquisition brings 
additional opportunities to Moffat County, 
what would be the value added through 
additional recreation and tourism spending 
from non-resident visitors? 



Craig & Moffat County



Food Systems Past Work and New Opportunities

https://nwrockymountainregionalfoodbusiness.com/

https://nwrockymountainregionalfoodbusiness.com/


Food Systems Past Work and New Opportunities

▪ Community Food Assessments
▪ Over 10 in last decade, NoCO, Pueblo

▪  El Paso/Fremont/Pueblo in process

▪ SLV in progress

▪ NoCo Update

▪ Regional Convenings

▪ Entrepreneurship-Ag and Food
▪ Building Farmers short course (over 10 years)

▪ New Food Entrepreneur course (piloted in Pueblo with I4E)

▪ Colorado Collision (Bringing Together Pitch Slam winners)-July 21





Engaging with REDI and Centers

▪ REDI Reports as 2+ page factsheets

 - Ask relevant local questions

▪ Partner on student interns with an economic story / question

▪ Connection to campus for needed expertise 

 - Examples were Natural Resources and Food, but other 
expertise as well

Stay Tuned:

▪ University Center from Economic Development Administration

 - Grant submitted 10 July



Rural Initiative

In 2021, the CSU System Board of Governors 
voted to invest $8.5 million over three years 
to expand the University’s support for rural 
Colorado students and communities.



Rural Initiative

CSU 
Extension 
Regions
Aligned with Colorado Counties Inc 
(CCI) regions



Rural Initiative – Current Work & Projects



Rural Initiative – Current Work & Projects

Durango 
August    

21st – 25th



Rural Initiative – Current Work & Projects

Lighthouse Program

▪ Juvenile diversion program offering 

resources and guidance to at-risk 

youth and their families to prevent 

future system involvement.

▪ Serve as interviewee for youth research 

projects.

▪ Support ‘theft & vandalism scavenger 

hunt’ as Economic Expert.

▪ Exploring the use of CSU STEM kits as 

tools for parent/youth engagement 

activities.



Engaging with Rural Initiative

▪ Connect with county office

▪ Connect with Regional Specialist

▪ Organize community listening 
opportunities

▪ Communicate community needs 
and opportunities

▪ Brainstorm collaborations
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